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The Najmul Akhbdér, Meerut, of the 1st April, in its -Circulation, 


- (The BritishGovernment Columns of latest news, publishes an 
and the Natives. article headed ‘“‘ Why does not the 
‘English Government trust the natives?’’ The article bears 
the signature “A. B. T.” It seems to be a translation, because 
- it appears from the context that it has been written not by a 
native but by an Englishman. : The article opens thus :—One 
of the reasons why the natives cannot be the true friends 
of our Government is that our Government does not place 
‘confidence in them. It is a fact that: if a man. is considered 
‘unworthy of confidence, while he thinks himself a true ;well- 
wisher, he is- very much aggrieved. Men generally. com- 
plain that under this. Government all high appointments. and 
promotions depend upon colour. No Government:can be 


said to be firmly established until it has won the affections of 


320 copies. 
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the people, and no subject-people loves a Government until 
they are placed on a footing of equality with the 
ruling tribe in the matter of rights and » privileges. 
It appears from past history that the subjects of every king 
were his friends and well-wishers. The reason of this was 
that all classes of his subjects enjoyed equal rights and privi- 
leges. During the Muhammadan supremacy in India the 
Musalmans never looked down upon the Hindus as a con- 
quered people. The Hindus were eligible to every civil and 
military office in the public service. The result of this was 
that the Muhammadan rule, despotic and tyrannical as it 
was, lasted so long in a foreign country, at a time too when 
civilization was in a very backward state and peace was rare. 
Whenever the question of the admission of natives to the 
higher ranks of the civil service is agitated, it is replied that 
they are not trustworthy. Some natives may not be trust- 
worthy, but the same charge does not apply to the whole 
native population. What effect is this charge calculated to 
produce on the minds of those men who think themselves 
truly loyal to the State. In connection with this, the second 
ground of complaint is that we do not meet in a friendly 
way the natives. The Government is not wholly to blame 
for this. But the blame attaches to some ignorant and 
ill-tempered men whose misconduct. brings the Government 
into disrepute. Englishmen generally. treat natives with 
hatred and discourtesy, and, therefore, the latter do not 
gladly pay visits to the former but as a matter of necessity. 
They even avoid such formal visits as much. as possible. 
‘The; behaviour of Englishmen towards natives has a great 
effect upon the minds of the latter, because the merits of 
a Government are judged by the conduct of tle men ‘of 
the ruling race. A native friend: of mine was anxious to 
become a volunteer, and to-join any one of those volunteer 
corps which have been formed in the country. But some one 
toid him that only Europeans could become volunteers, and 
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therefore he became very melancholy. He asked me how he 
could become a European, so that he might be able to enjoy 
the privileges especially reserved for Europeans, and complained 
to Heaven that he was. born in a country where he could not 
enjoy the full rights of man. When ‘in the course of his 
intercourse with me he came to learn that it is not necessary 
for a man who wishes to be a volunteer that he should be a 
European but that he should be a Christian, he jumped up in 
his chair and said—Is this what is meant by civilisation, 
good manners, and the science of politics? If we cannot be 
appointed to offices of trust and responsibility, can we not'be 
made even bigari soldiers (i.e., volunteers)? Does our Go- 
vernment look upon us.as rebels? Was the royal proclama- 
tion of 1857 only intended to be beautifully printed on white 
paper? Are we not able even to load and. discharge a rifle? 
Are we so lame that we. cannot undergo military exercises ? 
Have we no eyes so that we cannot hit a mark? We were 
hitherto under the impression that God has blessed only Eu- 
ropeans, especially Englishmen, with all the excellent qualities 


of mankind, but now we see that even a native can acquire all 
those excellent qualities by adopting the Christian faith, «-., 
by a mere change of religion which isa mere matter of belief. 


This was a question; says the writer; to which. I-eould give no 
answer; and finding my friend so much excited, [ was con- 
vinced that to'distrust a trustw orthy man extremely hurts the 
feelings of the latter — : 


The Vrita Déhrd of the 1st April continues the article 
which was noticed in the Selections for 
the week ending the 23rd March, 
1878, page 219. The writer argues that the past history of 
the whole world bears testimony to the fact that a powerful 
nation has always established its dominion over a weak nation. 
The policy of every nation. in dealing with another nation 
has been guided by the. principle. that might i is “right. The 
writer then after_explaining. this principle at great length, 
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proceeds to remark that the English originally came to India 
as acompanuy of merchants. But now they have become the 
rulers of the country. This is no doubt: the result of their 
good luck. Some persons say that it was a great mistake on 
the part of the Native Chiefs of India to have called in English 
: They believe that if 
the Native Chiefs had not invited the English to interfere in 
their intestine disputes, the English would have never acquired 
sovereignty in India. This is indeed true to some extent. 
But our Native Chiefs did not foresee that the English would 
gradually become more powerful than they. We are there- 
fore not justified in accusing our Native Chiefs of committing 
a mistake. They wanted to do one thing, but quite a 
different thing took place. The establishment of British 
supremacy in India may be ascribed to the wisdom or 
shrewdness of the English and to the ignorance or stupidity 
of the natives. Seeing that what has come to pass is the 
result of our own action, we should submit to our lot without 
murmuring. Now the duty of the natives to the English 
Government is like that of a virtuous woman of the Brahman 
caste to her husband: i.¢., let her husband be educated or 
uneducated, rich or poor, beautiful or ugly, virtuous or 
vicious, she never thinks of marrying another man, and 
loves her husband with her full heart, and does every thing 
in her power to please him. Sikewise, without concerning 
ourselves at all about political affairs, we should hold it to be 
our duty to do every thing in our power to win the good will 
of the English Government, and to believe that the Govern- 
ment does nothing but what is beneficial to us. (The artiele 
is to be continued. ) 


NATIVE STATES.. - 

_ A correspondent of the Muragqgai Tahetb of the 1st April, 

The Kishangarh State, Writing from Kishangarh, complains 

Rejputans. __ of the prevalence of oppression and 
tyranny in the Kishangarh State, Rajputana. Six months 
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ago a mahajan, who was formerly an inhabitant of Ajmir, 
opened a cotton and grain shop in Rupnagar, in the Kishan- 
garh State. Sometime ago he sent Rs. 500 through a man 
to his agent at Jaipur. But another mahajan of Rupnagar 
decoyed the man. to his house. The mahajan murdered the 
man, robbed him of the movey he had with him, and threw the 
dead body into a well outside the town. When the Jaipur 
agent of the mahajan, who sent the money, denied receiving the 
money, the latter reported the matter to Diwan Sobhag Singh 
at Kishangarh. The diwan deputed Kotwal Anandi Bakhsh 
to investigate the matter. The murderer was identified and 
pleaded guilty. He was thrown in the prison, and all his 
property was seized. The diwan and the kotwal divided the 
property hetween themselves. When the mahajan, who lost 
the Rs. 500, applied to the diwan for the sum, his claim was 
rejected, and he was told that he was fortunate inasmuch as he 
escaped imprisonment. This act of injustice on the part of the 
diwan induced him to abandon Rupnagar for Ajmir. In the 
meantime an informer told thediwan that the mahajan was going 
to Ajmir to complain to the English authorities against: the 
diwan. By the order of the diwan the kotwal arrested the 
mahajan and his brother and placed them in custody. The 
kotwal then tied them to a tree and severely whipped them in 
order to extort a receipt from them for the money they claimed. 
They granted a receipt for the amount without receiving the 
money in order to secure their release from this torture. On 
their release they memorialized the agent for the Kishan- 
garh State. Their case is now under the consideration of the 
agent for Marwar. The writer also complains that a tax at 


the rates of Rs. 11 and Rs. 3 is levied in the Kishangarh State — 


to meet the extra charges incurred by the State this year. 

: A correspondent of the Rahbar-i-Hind of the 2nd March, 
i The sdvereties of the po-"" writin g from: Kashmir, ; complains of 
licg in the Kashmir State. '' the severities exercised by: the police 
constables upon.the people in the' Kashmir State. | 
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THE VERBACULAR PRESS ACT. 


The Hindi Pradip of the 1st April, in reference to Act 
IX of 1878, says that the arguments advanced by the Mem- 
bers of the Legislative Council in defence of the Vernacular 
Press Act are entirely unfounded. First, they say that the 
editors of vernacular newspapers are not well educated men. 
If they mean by this that the editors of vernacular news- 
papers are not graduates of the university, or that they do 
not wear coats and pantaloons, or that they stick to their 
excellent old customs and manners, then they are quite right. 
But if education means truthfulness, the power of distin- 
guishing between right and wrong, honesty and patriotism, — 
the editors of vernacular newspapers may be said to be edu- 
cated men. They may not have a thorough knowledge of the 
English language, but they possess the above qualities which 
are acquired by a sound English education. Secondly, the 
Members of the Legislative Council say that vernacular news- 
papers are read by ignorant and uneducated men. This 
shows how far the members. were bent on doing justice at 
the time! Do men like Sir Dinkar Rao and Sir Salar Jang, 
who, not being well acquainted ‘with English, read only ver- 
nacular papers, fall under the category ‘of uneducated men? 
Thirdly, it is said that the writings of the vernacular press 
are calculated to cause disaffection in the minds of the peo- 
ple. But it should be observed that vertiacular newspapers 
never spread any false news as their Anglo-Indian contem- 
poraries do. The latter grossly exaggerate every thing’ which 
tends to reflect discredit upon the natives. Only a short 
time ago they told strange things about Maharaja Sindhia, 
but no one took them to task. The fact of the matter is that 
it is only Englishmen who enjoy perfect liberty. It was the 
English Government. that gaye us the, liberty of the, press. 
oa ig the Government that bas withdrawn that liberty from 

This fact will be. recorded in. the. History:of India. We 


) should not be punished for. these things which.uged to escape 
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from our lips in a state of unconsciousness induced by pain 
and distress. ‘The Government should rather remove our 
pain and win our gratitude. . It is the first maxim of politi- 
cal jurisprudence: that the king ‘should win the affections of 
his people for the permanence of his rule. .The Government 
should deal with us in such a way.as to make us forget that 
we are subject to a foreign nation. We fail to understand 
why the Legislature should have exhibited such haste in 
passing the Vernacular Press Bill, because there was no fear 
that any objections which we might have raised against it 
would have necessitated any alterations or amendments in ‘its 
provisions. The License Bill affected all classes of the com- 
munity, and we raised a great hue and cry against it. But 
no one listened to our complaints. 


The same journal, in another article, in reference to the 
The Vernacular Press Vernacular Press Act, says:—Our 
tongue is now cut off, but still our 
mind will continue to look upon this as an act of oppression 
and injustice. In spite of all our efforts we cannot. check our 


Act. 


‘feelings when the flames of patriotism burn in our. heart. 


Alas! the cursed time! Every branch which we take hold of 
in order to climb upwards is cut. The door of dramatic per- 
formances has long been shut against us. We have no wealth. 
We have lost all our strength. Weare tightly bound hand and 
foot, so that we cannot stir in theleast. However, hitherto we en- 


joyed freedom of speech. But now our mouths are also gagged. 


"The Berar Samachar of the 81st March, in reference to 
The Vernacalar Press the Vernacular Press Act, says that 


ME the Government was pleased of its 
“ owii accord to confer equal liberty upon the native press with 


‘the ' English press : hence it is clear that it would never with- 
“draw that liberty froth mi-without, good reason. We ourselves 


are to blamé for the:loss of our liberty. The.grantof liberty 


‘eicouraged vernacular ' newspapers, whieh, | following - the 
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example of their English contemporaries, made considerable 
improvements. But sometimes they carried the use of their 
privilege to an extreme, and very trenchant writings appeared 
in them. - No good accrued: from those writings. But, on 
the’ contrary, the Government was alarmed by them, and has 
adopted measures for the repression of such writings in future. 
The Vernacular’ Press Act’ will not prove very detrimental 
to vernacular newspapers. | ‘However, it is possible: that’ the 
proprietors of vernacular néwspapers may: now be’ exposed to 
constant trouble and harassment, because section three ‘ofthe 
said Act can be made to apply even to ordinary writings. ‘The 
vernacular newspapers are the chief means of representing 
the views and feelings of the people to the Government, : but 
now it will be difficult for the vernacular newspapers to do 
this. There is a great: scarcity of water at present in Berar, 
and the Government has not paid sufficient attention to the 
matter. The Act does not clearly state whether such matters 
should be published in vernacular newspapers or not. It will 
no doubt produce one beneficial effect. No vernacular news- 
paper will now be able to write any thing which may hurt 
the feelings of the Government or of any individual. But it 
is to be regretted that the Government will have now no 
means of ascertaining the sentiments and feelings of the 
uneducated masses. Te is a good thing that the Act. will 
moderate the thoughts of passionate writers. If it had accord- 
ed free permission to vernacular newspa pers to make a true 
representation of facts in any matter which concerns the 
interests of the public, in simple and respectful :terms, we: 
would have to experience no great difficulty in conducting . 
newspapers as-we have at present. The enactment. ofthe- 
Vernacular Press Act has not only caused griefto the public, * 
but His Excellency the Viceroy: gave. vent: ‘to expreasions, of 
great regret at: the time of passing the Bill. Fortunately: our 
present Viceroy is’a poet atid a géod scholar; and Kinbwe fully _ 
the rights and privileges of the public press. We a that 
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with a view to public gobd His Excellency will reconsider the 
Vernacular Press Act. 


The Urdu Akhbdr (published i in Marathi t Akola) of the 
The Vernacular Press 20th March, in reference-to the Verna- 
Act. cular Press Act, says that it may be 
reasonably presumed that the complaints against the Govern- 
ment which used to appear in the vernacular press were well- 
founded, because if any one had dared to publish false com- 
plaints against the Government, he would have been punished 
under that section of the Indian Penal Oode which provides 
punishment for treason. It must be well known to our readers 
that we have often been exposed to great trouble and hardship 
in this non-regulation province (Berar) for publishing. true 
news. The people could bring their grievances and com- 
plaints to the notice of the Government through the ver- 
nacular newspapers, and thus the vernacular press exercised 
a wholesome check over self-willed officers. As the affairs 
in Europe and on the North-West frontier of India are not in 
a satisfactory state the Government has begun to doubt the 
loyalty of the natives. The vernacular newspapers have been 
the first to suffer from this. The Government has destroyed 
the liberty of the press which was a great-ornament of the 
British Government and for which it was distinguished above 
all other Governments. This unwise act of the Government 
will be always memorable in the annals of British India, and 
will be regarded as one of its most unjust acts. It will be at 
: once perceived how unfair it is to place the vernacular news- 
papers under the control of the district officers whose. illegal 
acts they formerly used to expose. Many newspaper writers 
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will ptefer.:to: stop. their papers rather than run the risk. of © 


plasinig theis necks in'the hands of district officers. 2 
“The Mala Akhbér of the 29th March says ‘that when’ the 


ee. sist ¢. Pres English originally | came to India they 


s were ‘distinguished for their learning, 


( 274 ) 


wisdom, and justice. They were free from spite. . They loved. 
others and looked upon them as their equals, As.soon..as. we: 
came in contact with them, our loyalty, appreciation of right, 
‘patriotism, and love of liberty received a great stimulus from 
their example. We used to praise them, both in private and in 
public, for their good intellectual and moral qualities. Finding 
the Englishmen possessed of these virtues we looked upon 
them as our parents and guardians. Accordingly we entirely 
placed ourselves under their protection, laid down our heads 
in their laps and slept a sound sleep. But our fellow country~ 
men who live in British territories have lately had occasions 
to complain of the partiality, injustice, &¢., of the Govern- 
ment in certain instances. The vernacular newspapers, think- 
ing these popular complaints to be very injurious to the 
Government, out of loyalty bring them to the notice of 
the Government. If the house of a man is on fire and he 
himself is asleep inside it, his friends enter the house and drag: 
him out of it. In the same way the vernacular press deems 
it to be its paramount duty to acquaint the Government with 
the thoughts and feelings of the people. But some European 
officers, who are self-conceited and love flattery, condemn 
such writings in the vernacular press as being seditious. 
But this is ‘a mistake as huge as a mountain on their part. 
A newspaper ‘invents nothing. It simply reflects the public 
opinion. If the sentiments and feelings of the people were 
repressed and did not find a vent through newspapers, there 
is no knowing how they would burst out after a time. As far as 
the vetnacular newspapers of the Bombay presidency are con- 
cerned, we are in a position to assert that it is not their Ube 
ject to cause disaffection. Then after referring to the engct- 
 tnent of Act IX of 1878, and to the speeches delivered iby 
the Members of the Liegislative Council on the 14th Maréhy 
the, editor. observes; that Eis Hxcellency: the Vitceroy and 
Governor-General of Initin has eapeaially. attacked chime «ln 
justification. of. his bonduct:be remarks that: i in the: dominionp 
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of His’ Highness the Maharaja Holkar no man cari venture 
to ‘spéak a word against the Government even in private. If 
a British Subject were to do so he might be forgiven by the 


Government. But if a man were guilty of the same offence 


in thd State of Holkar, he would be severely punished along 

with’ his whole family. All those articles which we publish 

regarding the Government bave for their basis the articles 
which appear in the newspapers published in British territories. 

Thus wheri the tone of the latter improves, that of our paper 
will improve of itself. Whenever there are any just complaints 
against the administration of His Highness the Maharaja 
Holkar, we publish them without the slightest hesitation, and 
His Highness never forbids us to do so. The Government will 
find us more ready, than the newspapers published under its 
own jurisdiction, to act in strict accordance with its orders. 
But we hope that it will not blame His Highness for the 
faults which we have committed. 


The Str Punch Hind of the 28th March, in refiesnies to the 
‘Tne Vernacular Press Vernacular Press Act, says it is the 
Act. wish of the Government that we 
should keep our mouths closed. Well, we will no longer 
open our mouths. But still we must once more open our mouths 
to cungratulate those men to whom the liberty of the verna- 
cular press was an eye-sore. It is surprising that thousands 
of mien should be killed to secure liberty for the Christian 
subjects of the Porte, while the natives in contradistinction 
of Europeans should be placed even sii the pale of man-. 


kind... os 


The Vabili-Hindustin of the 29th March concurs with. the 


phi” Vertindalar ‘Press Statesman in thinking that the district 
AGhrei coor oS -: ofheers should have no control what- 
ever over the verniculér: newspapers: - The scope arid’ aims 
of Act IX ‘of'1878 are not very strict in thomselves. It only 
prohibits: the. publication of seditious writings, and of such 


Circulation, 


~ 100 copies, 


Circulation, 
212 copies.. 


CA AO ce A AR LE | ee ee OO 


Circulation, 
300 copies. 


( 216 ) 


writings as tend to foster religious or race antagonism. Nows-. 
papers are also forbidden to be used as a means of extortion. 
It is, therefore, improper to say that the Act destroys the liberty 
of the vernacular press. The vernacular. newspapers have 
only to observe the above conditions, otherwize they are per- 
fectly free to criticise the measures of the Government, the 
acts of officers, and the proceedings of courts. But at the 
same time we apprehend that the liberty of the vernacular 
press will greatly suffer by the unjust interference of dis- 
trict officers. There are some officers of an irritable temper who 
will unnecessarily harass the proprietors of vernacular news- — 
papers. They will smell sedition in every writing, however 
moderate in tone and style it may be, if it affects them in the 
least. The Act lays down no standard to judge of seditious 
writings. The same writing which may be quite innocent in 
the opinion of one man may be objectionable in the opinion of 
another. Thus there will be felt a great difficulty in the exe- 
cution of the Act on this score. However, we must waive fur- 
ther discussion on this point for the present, and wait till 
difficulties arise in actual practice. 


The Kavi Vachan Sudha ‘of the 1st April publishes the 
The Vernacular Press following article in English on. the 
Act. Vernacular Press Act :— 


“ Lord Lytton isa very able Viceroy, if not the ablest. He isa sound politician 
possessing much str ength of will and determinateness of character. He is an 
able poet and a good s peaker, saying happy things in happy words. When he 
came out to India at the special request of Mr. Disraeli (Now Earl RBeacons- 
field), we expected much from him. His determined and courageous move in 
the-Fuller case realised fully our expectations, and he has put a check to the 
cruel treatment of servants by some of the Europeans in this country, who, We. 
are sorry to observe, too often indulgs in the luxury of beating them. Upon. 
this hunian’ move of Lord Lytton, we built a great many hopes and -hads,, 

great many expectations ; alas, they are but castles in the air |. He. has smoth,.. 
oted, aa it were, the beneficial influence of the vernacular newspapers; f dads, 


“There are three, kings of newapepers, in. India, « The frst ake Dhoe:that 
are ‘conducted by. 
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natives. Secondly, there are newspapers in English conducted by natives, and 
thege are read for the most part by the educated natives of India: and, third- 


ly, there are newspapers in the vernacular languages conducted.by natives after . 
the models of English newspapers, It is against these and these only that our . 


enlightened poet’ Viceroy has carried on his crusade ; for they reach the heart 
of the country and are read and digested. by the masses. It should be admit- 
ted first of all that the vast majority of the people of India do not know the 
language of the conquerors, and that, therefore, they do not avail themselves of 


the newspapers conducted in English either by natives or the Europeans, and, | 


therefore, it should be admitted that the vernacular newspapers reach the heart 
of the masses, and that they are the real exponents of the people’s views and 


thoughts. These, therefore, work a very beneficial influence. True, it i that 


at times they openly preach seditiun more by showing ignorance than y any. 
intentional willingness on their part. True, it is that some write seditious 
articles and openly oppose the Government. True, it is that they write such 
rude trash as that quoted by the Viceroy in his very eloquent speech during the 
passing of the Bill; but that all the papers should be punished for the sins of 


some passes our comprehension. That a Viceroy should take into his head to. 
put down the influence of the vernacular papers without caring for the very 


beneficial influence worked by the whole vernacular press is some thing unsatis- 
factory and even unjustifiable. To place restrictions on the whole body for the 
sake of certain wild members whose occasional ravings hardly exercise 'any in- 
fluence on the educated classes does not seem to be good policy. In short the 
Viceroy has taken away a very valuable birthright from us, a birthright belong- 
ing to every man, be he black or white, be he a Hindu or a European, be he an 
educated man or an illiterate fool. Sir C. Metcalfe very justly observes that 
freedom of public discussion, which is nothing more than the freedom of speak- 


ing aloud, is a right belonging to the people, which no Government has a right 


to withhold. In another place he says : “We are doubtless here for higher pur- 
poses, one of which is to pour the enlightened knowledge and civilisations, the 
arts and sciences of Europe over the’ land, and thereby i improve the condition 
of the people. Nothing surely is more likely to conducé to these ends than the 
liberty of the press. We cannot conclude this article better than by quoting 
that truly noble, famous, and eloquent passage from one of the speeches of Mr. 


Sheridan. “Give,” says that great orator, “to ministers @ corrupt House ; 
of Cointhons’, give then a pliant and a servile House of Lords, give them keys 
of the treasury, anid the ‘patronage of the Crown : and give me the liberty of: the: 


prea, ant with this: miyhty, engine I will overthrow the fabric of corruption, and 


establish upon its ‘nr ruins the rights and privileges of the people.” In like man. . 


net give the wiagisterial officers of the Government every power to. ‘oppress, the 
peopiecaf the land; gird’ them thd dogredness’ Of their views however wrong t 


may he;site them power todo-ail strts ‘of sins in thé administration of justice: * 
but give os the liberty: of the preas, and with ‘this tnighty engine we will ovsr- ’ 


throw their ill-gotten power. and establish fair justice and truth on its ruins. 
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Quety The thouths of all ‘the vernatulat newspapers are muvyled. What 
is the fate of those'that publish in their colunins articles in the English lan- 
guage, and what is the fate of those that publish articles that’ are nothing but’ 
translations into vernacular of the articles i in the English newspapers . 


Hepes oy ‘The Nur-ul-Absar of the Ist April publishes a long 
— ‘ie Vernacular Press editorial on the enactment: of the Ver- 
Act. nacular Press Act. The substance of 


the article is as follows :—Act IX of 1878 has been enacted 
to gag the vernacular press. It was the Government that 
conferred the privilege: of liberty upon the vernacular press, 
therefore there is no-ground for complaint if the Government 
has withdrawn that privilege. Those administrators who 
made the vernacular press free had more in view the 
advantages of the liberty of the presa than its disadvantages. 
But of late: the vernacular press has beet denounced’ as 
being impertinent and seditious in tone. The Government 
apprehended. that the writings of the vernacular’. press were 
calculated te cause disaffection,:and has, therefore, placed 
restrictions upon its liberty.. It has‘been accused of sedition, 
extortion, and intimidation. The vernacular newspapers 
should be extremely sorry, not because an Act has heen 
enacted. which: affects. their liberty, but, because. that all of 
them have been accused: of these serious: charges‘ without ex- 
ceptions. Ifthe vernacular newspapers were really guilty 
of those offences which have bean urged against them, it-is a. 
matter of great: shame and ignominy to them, and the Gov- 
ernment has.bestowed a great favour upon fem in enacting 
Act IX of 1878. The new Act mitigates the punishment 
provided for the. offending. newspapers, in, the Indian Penal. 
Code,.and ig calculated: to prevent: the. newspapers. from .falk.. 
ing inte those'serions difficulties‘and dangers into:which’ they. 
would-ave otherwise fallen, For this‘ act’ of kindness all. 
those publishers, of “newspapers: who pub i sh ‘their papers ona. 
with a, view ta pablie,good should be thankful to. the: Goyerns « 


ment. Act XXV of. 1867 requires the: pablishers .of books. 
and newspapers to execute a bond to'thie Government in’a cer 
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tain prescribed form, and. in the case of defaulting-publishers, 
provides a punishment of imprisonment for two years.and.a 
fine of Rs. 5,000. Now it should be observed thatthe non- 
execution of the bond in question, which is nothing but a 
statement of facts; is per.se not so grave an offence that it 
should deserve such heavy punishment. But the provision 
of this heavy punishment in the said Act only shows.a belief 
on the part of the Legislature that seditious writings.can do a 
great deal of evil, and that, therefore,.an abuse of liberty 
deserves very heavy punishment. ‘The writer than briefly — 
refers to the chief provisions of sections 3 to 8 of Act IX of 
1878, and proceeds to remark that it is now perfectly useless for 
any vernacular newspaper to protest against the new Act. 
It was the duty of the members of the Legislative Council to 
do so when the Bill was introduced before the Council. But, 
fram the absence of any objections being raised against the 
Bill, it may: be presumed that there were such overwhelming 
arguments against the maintenance of the liberty of the yer- 
nacular press before the Council that no member dared speak 
a word in favour of the vernacular newspapers itis said thata 
collection of a hundred and fifty extracts from the yernacular 
newspapers was also submitted before the Council to prove these 
charges which had been brought against the vernacular press. 
Indeed, in the face of this conclusive evidence, no member could 
possibly speak a word egainstthe measure. Besides this, per- 
haps, some complaints made by Native Chiefs and Government 
officials against the vernacular newspapers were also submitted 
before the Council. But we have ope thing to say on this 
paint. The extracts from vernacular newspapers which were 
submitted before the Qounci were probably taken from the 
vinnie sept on n vergaowiar newspapers, Bat the Members 
lsjave Gouncil ware, prabably upaware that only 
rhiales-are spegially’ teanalated in tho ‘waokly.. reports 

er aro @ Written against tla Govexnmeat, thr @overament 
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that:-those’ articles’ which -are ‘written ‘in ‘praise of *4lié 
Government: are not rioticed ‘in* thé: weekly reports. Ate 
is:true that a: wise mam profits -by: knowing his defects or’: 
faults ‘and-not by knowing:his morits:. This is one of those 
excellent: principles on‘ which the vernacular press was made 
free. “But perhaps the vernacular newspapers in criticising 
the Acts of the Government unwisely transgressed the limits 
of fair criticism to‘an extent which could not be tolerated. 
And this led to the enactment of Act IX of 1878. But there 
was no need of a separate legislation. If any newspaper 
published any false complaint, it could be dealt with under 
the existing law, and if the existing law was inadequate, it 
might be amended. The Vernacular Press Act will have the 
effect of stopping the mouths of the editors of vernacular 
newspapers. The Government itself in a way incited the 
vernacular newspapers to criticise its acts. In-the former 
annual reports on the vernacular press it used to be men- 
tioned that such and such vernacular newspapers were not in 
the habit of discussing the administrative and political mea- 
sures of the Government. But when they began to criticise 
- the acts of the Government, it was displeased with them. In 
 factthey should have remembered that’ it was beyond their 
province to do so. Moreover, the manner or way in which they 
did it was distasteful to the Government. In the Selec- 
tions from the Records of the North-Western Provinces Gov- 
ernment for the year 1873 the Government has expressed a - 
very good opinion of the vernacular newspapers. It is ex- 
pressly stated therein that the vernacular newspapers are use- 
fal to: the Government. -: Hense we'are unable:to' realise whas,; 
has‘made thern. so. bad within the last thrpe. or, four yaar, 
As-far-as we ean' judge; we don’t. think that, the charatter of.: 
the vernacular -idwepapers in general of the’ N otth- Western, 
‘Provinces, Oudh,éind- the Panjab hes:-undergune. any. .gropk- 
change’ fow the:.wosnewithin tho -last. three on fonr:paneh 
Sie Wiltidux Muir, the late Liontemant-Gevernon.el dba Mattie 


‘a 
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Westera Provinces, himself used to peruse the vernacular 


hewspapers. ‘But: we don’t know ifvany of the Members: of 
the: Legislative Council now read‘ them. «It: is: burprising 


while the local Government expressed a good opinion‘of them 


so lately, that the Supreme Government should: have come:te 
know of their bad ‘character. . 


the :history.of any. personage, ‘and from describing the: man- 
ners and customs of any tribe, for fear of making themselves 
liable tothe penalties provided in the said Act. A contempo- 
rary, says that the books : written by missionaries make :them 


liable; to punishment .under..the provisions : of this. -Act: 


Another .evil‘which will accrue from this Act will be: this; 
hitherto vernacular newspapers were a means of correcting 
those false. rumours which used to get-eurrency among the 
masses ; but: for the future this will not be possible, because 
the: vernacular newspapers will now. no longer -have. any 
— —_ the. people, : 


| GENERAL ADMINISTRATION. 


“The practi Akhbdr of the 1st April, in a long ae 
., dgnounces the imposition of the license 
tax. The following is the substance 
of the article : :—The ‘Government has raised the maximum 
rate of the license tax from Rs. 16 to Rs. 500 in utter dis- 
regard of the impossibility of a man being able to pay Rs. 500 
while eyen the payment of Rs.-16 pressed so heavily upon 


~The License Tax: 


him? Theconttibution of fifty lakhs of rupees by the English 
people townrds the’ relief of the Madras famsine hns‘as it' were 
calie® inte*beiig tHe license tax. This act of .charity.om:the 
patt of Kaglishmen: was an-unusual thing, and was, therefore, 
: rv ban A a sane OB Tndias “he : ‘high : ‘Praise 


is if als oscil tx Wothanght 


Besides, the wording of. Act. 
TX of. 1878:is so vague thati:men will :-abstain from: writing. 
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jects: with sthictness;; but nove we- see that: we: were: quits 
mistaken: ih «our: thoughts: A :large number of: men: wall 
abavidon: their! trades: for..fear- of: the: license’ taxi. . Soma 
Roglishmew justify: the levy: of the: license: tax! on-the: ground 
that: taxation’ is heavier:in England than:in India... But: thie 
assertion siinply betrays their ignoranceiof the realicondition 
of India: There: i#!noi comparison: whatever betiveon. the 
material. condition-of: England and: that of. India. The vast 
difference: between'the two will: strike at once:even the most 
superficial dbserver.. The: Government: does not teach us the 
industrial:arts.. It: only gives: us’ a: literary training: which 
has’ ntadé our condition worse. Eurbpeans and Eurasians 
have'the first claims:to: appointments in: tHe: publlioservice : 
the natives get only the:refuse. The natives: used:to earnia:live- 
lihdod: by: holding ministerial offiees, but thei Government has 
now thought'fit‘even to abolish-some-colleges. It’ has: pleased 
Heaven: to exposé them to thevravages:of faming; And now 
the license tax has aggravated their miseries. There is: no 
doubt that the Government has devised the licerise tax for our 
own benefit. But we apprehend that the proposed remedy 
will make our disease worse. . 


The’ sanie paper complains’ that cases of. theft are very 
Wi theft in frequent in‘ Lalbazar, Almorah. The 
Lalbavat;: Aimoreh. - police do not ‘care at’ all for this. They 


likve ‘not yet traced ‘a single theft: The’ grain dealers eftharice 


or lower the prices as they like, arid adulterated articles are 
also sold’ int the market, but the’ police do not interfere. si 


fhe Berar Samachar’ of the: 3Yet March aftoe referring he 


vig Pottal Diijartinet ‘tlie revised: postal’ rules for Berar, 
Berar.  Nédueing the posta ge om the: tlansnria 
sion‘of | pando atibote dr articles sent by: correspondents: feb 
pablicdtion‘a: néwepapers, says’ that the Péstab Department 
je-orsiof those -depertmentacwhich have atteined twa :ranark- 


able dejiree ofimptovement under. the British adsnitiistvation. 
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Ta teferenao to the ‘Postal: Department in ‘Berar,:the-writer 
says that ‘letters ‘destined ’ fer -outlying villages «which - are 
situated six ‘or seven kos from the nearest: post-dfiice, are. not 
delivered: in time. ‘The Government should; therefore; estab: 
fish some more ‘post-ofiices, ’so' that’ the distance “between one 

re and another may not exceed four or five kos.» - 
‘The Berar Samachar of the ‘31st March, in-reference to 
the enhancement of salt duties and 

The need of . enforcing 

economy in public: — the “imposition of ‘ the license | tax, 


Seer ae dwells upon: the advantages of enforc- 
a ng econonry in‘conducting the administration of the country. 


The Oudh Punch of the 2nd ‘April publishes s afew Persian Circulation, 
verses. The: ‘following iio. oe 
stances of ‘the verses : an | am exposed 

to ‘great grief arid there i is no one ‘to 

cansole me. It is very painful that'l cry ; and there i is no one 

to listen to my wailing aud crying. Look at my helplessness. 

Alas ! i ory under the pressure of the license tax, arid wailing 

and crying is my only companion in grief. ‘Trade or com- 

merce thinks itself to be one of the most unfortunate creatures 

in the world. ‘The dearth has exhausted all my patience. I ory 

‘but no one is aware of my crying. ‘The question of the 

liberty of the | press is under the consideration of thé Govern- 

ament, but itis a thousand pities that there 3 is now rio “Meteiife 

an India. ae 


aA. sccnieiiin t. of i. same, paper, writing from, Lahore, 
; speaks. of the men of:the. postal depart- 


eit atthe wment.at Lahore as : dakgits.and-plun- 
aged. ioe come - 4 ¢2Mepeng;and complains, that they, appro- 
aida oppies of the Qudh Runch: ne, ewn- use ane do. not 
oliversthem do.the.addreaseps.:. : 

BY Fenrtinaenrngs of:dhe 4st aaah, ashes nfo 
2Wadu vetses-on: license. tax, commupl- 
' gatedib ‘:johenAbdal Malik, of rd hori, 


~ wememenrer we 


‘ ; 
; ai 
; | ; 
lig 
° a4 
. 
.¢ Hi 
me 
. Bl 
, Bi 
) - 
eb! 
i "yy 
Ht 
th 
ik 
4 
ny 
Bia! 
eo ic: 
Mt 
im ie? 
. ee 
‘4 f 
72) 
i 
HY 
ee 
¥ f 
2 
7 
hei 
4 ri 
£i5 
4 Bt 


‘The ae of ‘na- 
‘t1V-E8, 


7 
. 
4 . 
P| 
, y ‘ 
* 
2 
% 
* 
oe 7 
¥ 
4 a 
" q 
‘ 
y 
st 
© 
mi 
» a! 
+i 
é I 
= | 
- 
: ; 
tg & 
2 
S eT 
’ 
4 
% 
p 
Z 
“ 
4 7 
a 
| - 
, ™ 
Y ort 
iY 
. § 
a 
a 
;. 
i= 
f 
> 2 
" 
i 
5 
: 
; 
’ 
: 
iy 
‘ a 
’ 
i 
_ 
' 
. 
s 
°) " 
4 5s) 
: 

a 
a 
j 

AG 
t * 
‘ 
t 
ta 
Ne 
z 
- 
' 
3 
ie 
€ 
i 
{3 = ; 
he y 3 
’ ‘ -_ 
i | oe 
= ¢ 
| 
+ 
3} 
’ “ 4 
‘ ; ’ 
ae 
svat 
sf 
io 
ie 
é ‘ 
ei, 
a; 
- 
& : 
+ 
on 
; 
? 
a ' 
; 
ca 
, 


Circulation, — 


$27 copies. 


( 264) 


z Gujrat. « The: following is: the substance’ of: the opening ‘ver- 
"-seés + Run, O ‘morning breeze! Offer our respects to Her 
Majesty, and . communicate this message that. the people:.are 


suffering severely from starvation,’ : There is.no need to levy 
the license tax. The or the tax will ain the whole 


~ country. : POUT Sy rite 
The Agra Alhbér of the 28th Maroh, _Gabiaan an arti- 
'__- ¢le. contributed by a correspondent 
-- fan cat nt of In- whose nom deplume is Az&d. The arti- 


cle is.headed “The way of cajoling 


the half-civilised. ”” The substance of the-article is as follows: — 


Our Government is, as it were, an experienced and kind 
nurse who always cajoles the half-civilised children (the 
natives) with great love and tenderness, and prevents them 
from committing any act of naughtiness or wickedness by 


| administering to thein pills of policy. She never casts an 


angry glance at these “black” children. We should. be 
extremely thankful to this European nurse for the kind treat- 
ment we always receive at her hands. It was great imperti- 


_ Rence on the part of these half-civilised children that they 


used to ask the nurse for the delicious and nutritious sweet- 
mea t-ball of civil service. She coaxed them with false pro- 
mises. But the naughty children were importunate and 


reminded her from time to time about her promises. Some- _ 
times she told them that sho would get them the sweet-meat 
- balls at the Delhi Darbar, where great sweet-meat sellers 


would assemble. Sometimes she 'told them that the “black” 


- children’ cannot digest the sweet-meat balls, because the balls 
are’ transfornted ‘into “rabbits -and jump -to: and fro inthe 
; sto mach. ‘ Soirietimes she told them that the sweet-meat. balls 
were "too ‘hard'for their gentle™ teeth.’ While! ati other ‘tithes 
he. tald them that she had askéd ‘the Bara’ ‘sahib nt |: Bagiand 
6 seid: some Bo rd sweet-theat batis’ for thetn.: “Inithisi 


a AS 
:Diatring this iiverival of ¢#tng the: black” 
ad in acquiring ‘s‘little knowlédgy oe. 


n 
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end:began, to. hariss:her; hy urging their .claims:inia legal;and 
constitutional manner. When she perceived .that.they were 
- bent. upon vexing her by their importunities, ‘she cunningly 


gave a ciyil service. sweet-meat ‘ball to the young. Maharaja 
of Darbhanga under the belief that this would have the effect 
of shutting the mouths of other children from ‘complaining 
for a time. ‘But she was quite mistaken. The gift ofan 
excellent sweet-meat to the son of a rich nobleman-only served 
to whet the grief of the sons of poor men, because. they felt 
that he being a rich man did not at all stand in need of that 
sweet-meat. Now we ask a few questions on behalf of. the 
half-civilised natives. Were our teeth too weak: to crack 
that sweet-meat ? Were our stomachs too weak’ to digest 
it? Is it impossible to digest it without the aid of claret and 
champaign? Save the Maharaja of Darbhanga was there no 
one in India whvu could deserve it? Is the inexperienced and 
gentle stomach of the Maharaja considered to be the best 
place in India for honestly keeping the sweet-meat as a trust? 
Were we thought unworthy of that gift? Did the Empress 
of India send only one sweet-meat? Does it become our 
enlightened Government to have coaxed and cajoled us with 
false hopes for,a long time? Is there no native officer who 
could digest that sweet-meat? In answer to my ques- 
tions a voice from the skies says that all my objections are 
false. It informs me that the sweet-meat has been given . 
to the young brother of the Maharaja of Darbhanga on quite 
a different ground from any of thoge _ to. which I have refer- 


ged above. It says that the sweet-meat in question is a 
- weny saered. thing, and that, therefore, its fortunate. recipient 
> Jnas-toxinowr.e lange expense in making presents and offerings. 
20 ‘The native officers cannot. afford ito pay the expense of those 
+ -pppeasnts and offerings.;. If the sweet-meat were given to them, 
: itkewould: become; .a,.deadly poison to. them.: 
: ‘widerstand the word. presents.or | offerings, I referred to the 
-vonalitilary. of jecties: technical::terms. The. vocabulary: gave 


As I did not 
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several meanings of the word, .but the one. best. applicable:te 
the context of the Heavenly voive-was a8 follows:-—Eockey; 
badminton, , billiards, polka, chamipaign, -browgham, bugpy; 
phston, riding horses, hunting dogs, &c. Hence it is clear that 
only those natives whe can afford to pay ‘for this‘kind of presents: 
or offerings will be admitted to the ranks of:the‘vivil service. 
The civil service questiva has now assumed iquite.a different 
aspect. ‘The native officers of proved ability -and:merit'have 
now been practically. barred from the civil -service. The 
sons of rich noblemen should leave schools .and colleges, 
learn the European method. of making presents, and compete. 
with the whiterskimmed civilians in running and jumping, 
then the Government will not hesitate to appoint them 
members .of : tha odvenantad civil service. 


‘EOcaL AND MI's CELLANEOUS. 


‘The M ili Darakhekin. of the 1st April exhorts the 


‘Unity iin i ‘different sects of the Muhammadan 


ferent seets' of fi ait ‘community in India to give -up: their 
madan community in In- 


dia. mutual hostility. “They should :give 

se Be ‘up their. sectarian: projudices and. 
Bor this ‘noble act:even. 
the angels in Heaven will bless them. . All their misfortunes 
will be .at-am end, and they will soon begin’ to prosper. ‘The 
writer then cails upon the Nawab of Ramiput, Nawab Hasan’ 
Ali Khan, of Heidarabad, Sindh,‘and the Nawab-of mhinper, 
Sindh, to: set the movemerrt on oot at inte.’ | ‘ 


ee 


| Acorespendnt ofthe Hliibond-Abkidr of the: 30th: 
Phe parchase’of shiia< Ma*eh; writing from Sehéranpury says’ 


ro ce te ‘that the :pressare‘of distress from chigh' 


a o (prices is se.) great at Sahiitanpur-that: ’ 
many ‘enjyrant ‘children ‘are picked op:in the ‘thorbughtfares,: | 
They abe sapported.at :the poordonse.; Any mah bent ‘pion 
child frozn the poce-tiouse for support by'the penn ot the 


f, 
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Joint-Magistrate,. Tl this we have no objection. But a very 


avili: practice: Has also grown ' up’ by‘ which © Hatlote are 


enabled to:cbtain girls. If 4 heflot wants ¢ certath git, 
she gives the poor parents of the girl eight or tea anrés 
and induces them to file a petition at the. court of the Jqint- 
Magistrate to the effect that they are unable to support 
the girl, and, therefore, wish to make her: over to: the 
harlot. And the J oint-Magistrate accords his permission to 
this. It should be observed that.the harlots will train up the 
girls to their vile professiou, _Thus it may be rightly saifl that 


the Government indirectly encourages prostitution, and will 


be held responsible for it on the day of judgment. 


Ths Agra Akhbdy of the 28th March publishes ‘a very 

The Friendof Indiaana lengthy article communicated by a 
tig. Musafmaas, correspondent, in which the writer 
dwelly upon the attitude: of hostility of the editor’ of the 
Friend’ of India tewards the Musalmans, defends them against 


his aspersions, awd argues that they are — y — to 
tine Government of Fadia. 


The Hindi Pradip of the Ist ‘Apel urges upon. the na- 


The need of unity. in tives the need of unity. Our great 
India, ancestors, whom we remember: with 
somuch reverence, were always able to accomplish their objects 
by making’'a union -antong themielves.: ‘Nothing can be 
worse than the present wretched stste of our cotmtry and of our 
religion. When, our religiom faded, our vedie language (i.c., 


fh ee ee Se eS Se 


Sangcrit) also being oppressed. by the Muhammadan. conqu- 
erors, betook,itsalf tp Germany-.; Our. wealth: found its way to 
England... The uRHy of India, planged itself:in the waters: of 


patriotians also vanished: along with, unity. .. Disunion ffour- 


, One, enterprise, . courages, bravery,.and 


Circulation, 


327 copies. 


Circulation, 
200 copies. 


_ ished in. the. country,and_India_ which. was once'a-garden 


opamp né-dugplateaita iplase:for burntagthé-dewds:-Faxtine, 
tie 1éty of seta (fia “dctrdi: duties “Have ‘sucked. 
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dry. She is now quite prostrated and unable even. to stiz. 

All* her body is.covered with wounds inflicted by the. British 
, lion. The loss of anity among us:is aaa cause of all our. mis- 

fortunes. | (pes : 


"Pho Qaisar-ul-ABKbar of the 24th March publishes au 
Urda translation of an‘article of the Pull Mall Gazette of the 
4th March. ‘A correspondent of the Allgemeine Zeitung had an 
interview with a learned Muhammadan gentleman of Arab des- 
cent in Northern Africa. The article embodies the views of 
the latter gentlemen. He said: It is the wish of God that 
the Russians should rale at Constantinople. But it is also 
the wish of God that'the Russians shoulds rule all over Europe | 
and. Asia as Alexander the Great once did. It is much 
better that a great Christian Emperor has conquered the 
Musalmans than those timid merchants who dishonestly insti- 
gate.their friend to fight and promise him aid in the event of 
an emergency, but instead of fulfilling their promise leave 
him to the tender mercies of his enemy (shame be upon them). 
But God will punish them. Further on, the Muhammadan 
geritleman observed that the Indian empire of those cowardly 
merchants would now be‘at an end because the Indian Musal- 
mans would wreak vengeance upon them, that the Khedive 

would shut up the Suez against them, ce. 


‘The usrat-ul-Akhbdr of the Ist . April ropeblihae the 
above article from the Qaisar-ul-Akhbér.. : 


. The Koh-i-Nér of the 2nd’ March published: a ‘communica- 
ted article in which the Turks were highly praised and the 
Russains were denounced. In reference ‘to the above article 
the Pititla Akhbér of the 1st April published! an ‘article in its 
correspondénice’ ‘ddlaitiis, ‘in which the’ writét Gestitbes: the 
Turks as a very oppressive people. He says that’ they minds : 
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thei¢ Christian subjects Musalmans by force and severely op- 
pressed them. In support of his statement he refers to the 


fact that: the Musalmans inthe time of their | supremacy in 
India oppressed the Hindus, demolished their temples, and 


built masjids on the sites of those temples. . He goes:so fat as 
to hint that the very tenets of the Muhammadan religion 
inculeate hatred and enmity towards .the followers of other 
religions. 


The Mthir-i-Darakhshan of the 1st April quotes three ex- 
tracts from the Nur-i-Afshan to show the ill-will which the 


Christian missionaries bear towards the Musalmans. -In the 
first extract the writer in the Nur-i-Afshan, in speaking of 
Lord Derby and of the Sultan of Turkey, uses the verb in 
the plural number in reference to Lord Derby, but he uses 
the verb in the singular number in reference to the Sultan of 


Turkey, which is impolite according to the Hindustani idiom. 


The second extract from the WNur-t-A fshan is the follow- 
ing :—The Christian provinces of the Turkish empire, which 


were groaning since long under the oppression of the Turks | 
and to whose complaints save God no worldly sovereign lis : 
tened, have ‘at last been freed from Turkish oppression. [f 
the Turks are entirely expelled from Europe in view of their 


past misdeeds, no man will look upon their expulsion a as an 
act of injustice. ae 4 


In the third extract the wlan’ in the Bur-isAfhen o says : — 


Muhammad speaks nonsense in derision of the doctrine of | 


Trinity thus. 


te he as OP 


After nclion: the ait suinicle.. the editor a the Mikie-i- - 
Darakhshan remarks. Alas! The present miserable condi- - 


tions of the Musalmans. ut 


wise Mihir-i-Darakhshan, the Nasrat-ul-A Libée, as the 


> 


pres, 4 led. the Nasrat-. 


sxaéruldelam issue. from the same.p 


—_— at Delhi. The proprietor of the press is one Ni asrat™ a 
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Ali, a bigoted Musalman. The three papers are condactéd 

in @ séctarian spirit in opposition to the Christians. The 

Mihir-i-Darakhshan bears on its forehead a verse which méans 

that the advent of the Mihir-i-D wakhshan (the bright’ sun) 

éxtinguishes the flame of _ Nur-i-A — an propagator of 
light. ) 
i Nur-i-Afshan i is also a sectarian. paper conducted by | 
the American Mission of Ludhiana. 


The Nusr at-ul- Akhbdr of the 1st April publishes an Urdu 
translation of an articlé which appear- 
ed in the Aljawdib, a Turkish paper, 
on the conclusion of a secret treaty between Russia and Tar-— 
key. The following is an extract from the article ~The 
Morning Post states on reliable authority that'a treaty has 
‘een toacluded between the Russians ‘and the Turks. ° The 
chief object of the Russians is that the Sublime Porte should 
make friendship with them and abandon its alliance with the 
Hoglish. - The Russians urge that. the way: in; which their 
losses in the war may be compensated for is that the Porte 
should aid them in taking India... They say that the English 
have no just claims on India, and that. they have seiged it hy 
cunning and deceit. ‘The Musalmans of India. have publicly 
declared that.the Sultan of Tarkey is. their _Im4m and King. 
Whenever the news of war reaches them, they earnestly pray 


that the dignity of the Sublime Porte may be maintained. 
| They have sent a large sum of money for the relief of the 
Tarkish wounded. As soon as the Sublime Porte will inform 
them that it has entered into a treaty with the Russians to 
reldasé them from Christian bondage, they - will regeive the 
riews with gladness. If they think that the Porte can dofeat 
the English, they will assist it, specially when thay come to 
know that Russia will also lend her army to it. If they are 
unable to render any material. aid to it, they will atleast 
excite rebellion in India, as they did in 1857. ‘We ‘(the 
Jaiodib) have seen it stated in several English papérs that 


The Aljawdib. 
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the. natives at one place in India manufacture arms, and that 
the Government officers are unaware of this, or at least pretend 


to be ignorant of this. In a previous number of the Jawd, 


we have stated that the Russians are instigating the Amir of 
Kabul to wage war against the English Government. 


Tn commentiug upon the above article the Nusrat-ul-Akh- 
bdr remarks that India takes in more English papers than 
Constantinople. But we have never seen it stated in any 
English paper that natives secretly manufacture arms at any 


place in India. Secondly, it is said that the Musalmans of 


India will excite rebellion as they did in 1857. May Heaven 
protect us from this false charge. The contribution of sub- 
scriptions by the Musalmans of India for the relief of the 
Turks has given birth to strange ideas. The Turkish papers 


have completed what was left by the English papers by con- 
_ demning the Musalmans of India for rendering relief to the 


Turks. 


The Kavi Vachan Sudha of the Ist April, in its columns 
of telegraphic news, states, on the authority of the Bombay 


Chronicle of the 1st April, that it.appears from a telegraphic 


communication of 30th March from Constantinople that at 
2 a. M.-on the 28th March a general report spread at Con- 
stantinople that a bright light was visible in the direction of 
Mecca. It was generally believed that Imam Mehdi was 
born. A man: dressed in green clothes, and holding a two- 


edged sword in hand was seen standiug on the roof of a house. 


When the Sultan went up to him, he embraced the Sultan, 
and told him that he would liberate the whole Muhammadan 


kingdom from the hands of the Christians. 
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